258
PSYCHOLOGY  OF ARITHMETIC
there? How many square inches are there in the whole rectangle ? Since there are three rows each containing 4 square inches, we have 3X4 square inches = 12 square inches.
Draw a rectangle 7 inches long and 2 inches wide. If you divide it into inch squares how many rows will there be? How many inch squares will there be in each row? How many square inches are there in the rectangle?
1
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FIG. 59.
It is better actually to hide the individual square units as in Fig. 59. There are four reasons: (1) The concrete rows and columns rather distract attention from the essential thing to be learned. This is not that tcx rows one square wide, y squares in a row will make xy squares in all," but that "by using proper units and the proper operation the area of any rectangle can be found from its length and width." (2) Children have little difficulty in learning to